The Arrival of Television

in Rural Norfolk

In our home, the greatest change occurred when my father bought our first television set.

In the early 1950s, entertainment at home involved playing games, pursuing hobbies and
developing handicraft skills, reading, writing and listening to the radio. By the end of the
1 950s, watching television was the main leisure activity in the evenings and at weekends for
most people, including my parents, especially when the advent of commercial television gave a

greater choice of programmes.

Television also affected entertainment outside the home as people became less inclined to
venture out on cold winter evenings to visit the cinema, theatre and dance hall when an

alternative entertainment existed inside their own comfortable living rooms.

Gradually my parents stopped attending whist drives and village dances, preferring instead to
watch television at home, although they were tempted back to the village halls with the

increasing popularity of bingo.

The words of Colin Miller who was born and brought up in Rollesby, a Broadland village just eleven
miles north east of Brundall. His experiences were typical of life in rural east Norfolk.

Colin Miller: From The Fifties Replayed: A Norfolk Youth at Leisure (Sutton Books, 2005)

A television set made by Ekco 1960
This type of console TV was designed as a

piece of furniture to blend in with the home.
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v is on the way

If you are taking the plunge, above all else
you will want a first-class set installed
by a specialist You will not want deferred
service, though you may consider deferred
terms. Send a postecard, or telephone

- Brundall 2202, where I am ready to offer

you prompt, personal service, backed by

15 years' practical experience as a radio
~———-engineer, with excellent workshop and
showroom facilities.

R. C. SNELLING, Blofield Corner, BLOFIELD
——Appointed Agent for PYE & FERGUSON
—with the LONG-LIFE MULLARD TUBES

~—and VALVES
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An early press advertisement for R C

Blofield c.1958.
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FROM BLOFIELD

In the past five years we
have installed receivers
aver awide area, includ-
ing the following places

Ack,  Aslscion,  Aylsham,
Bacton,  Barten  Turl
Baightan, Blofield, Billockby
Brundall, Bunweil, Burling
ham, Casstar-on-Sea, Came
S1. Edowunds, Cancley, Carfe-
tan Rode, Cation, Cawiion,
Coluishatl, Carpesty, Cos-

Before installation, every set is carefully checked
and tested in our workshop following the
manufacturers’ inspection, and thereafter we
regard it our responsibility to see that you are
given entire satisfaction whilst it is In your

possession. Apart from normal free service e et
and guarantees (all of which expire in time) if i tharpa, Filby, Farncets. Free-
you purchase your receiver from us, for a few R e agnevon. G bie

ton, G Wikchingham, Gt
Yarmeuth, Halv Hans.
ingham, Hellesde
ton,  Hemby, Ha

shillings a menth you may have a comprehensive
maintenance contract as insurance against all

Snelling of

risks inherent in TV installations, Including Harning, Horsham
. Herstesd, Hovetsn, Kirby
aerials, Badon. Lakenham, Limgen-
W TERMS. Here you have a choice of four methods of
payment—to settle outright for cash, to spread the
B payments over 12, I8, 34, 36 or 48 months, extonded
credit, or to rent on a diminishing scale.  Whichever way
you adopt, you will find that the cost is very maodest and
no longer a huxury, Se Mary, Salhouse, Sanhiag-
ham Tharpe, Scrathy, Sowth
Waltham, Sgarhas. Sprews-
DEMONSTRATIONS. In our Showrooms at Blofield e ":.‘:“;- 3":'";'""
Corner, you may see o wide range of TV and radic receivers o e ool
as well a3, radiograms, of such famous makes as Pye, bam, Tacolnesion, Thorps,
Ferguson, Ekco and Murphy operating simultansously, and Thaepe End, Tunstall, Uipton
if it would help you a car will gladly be provided to and Wi oo, oo
from this showroom during any day or evening, Or you Wi, - >
can have any set demonstrated in your own home, If you Zesl
have a set already, part exchange can of course be arranged.
The attached coupan makes it easy for you to know in R- (. SHH[IHG TELEVISION AND RADIO ENGINEER t
more detail just how to enjoy TV with little or no worry, BLOFIELD CORMER. BLOFIELD, NORWICH = ]
|| Telephone BRUNDALL 2202 \
A
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Snelling’s brochure showing an engineer delivering a new TV set c.1960
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